
Dark Skies

One of the benefits of living here is the beautiful sky. The 
sky at night is increasingly threatened by light pollution. If 
you come from the city you count on light at night as one 
of the most important things for security. It is not intuitive, 
but more light does not mean more security.

The important thing is to put light where you need it. There 
is no benefit to having light shining up into the sky. An 
important point is that glare from a light can prevent you 
from seeing the things that you want to see. The two 
pictures on this exhibit show how glare keeps you from 
seeing an intruder in a gateway until you block the glare.

In general light bulbs should be covered so that none of 
the bulb is visible below the cover.  Existing lights can be 
retrofitted with shields. Lowe's, Home Depot and other 
lighting fixture suppliers have fixtures that are designated 
as Dark Sky friendly. 

Two organizations have Dark Skies as a major focus. The 
International Dark-Sky Association (http://www.darksky.org 
see https://tinyurl.com/r2zt9eb for fixtures) and more 
locally The Hill Country Alliance  
(http://www.hillcountryalliance.org). There is more 
information on both of those websites.

http://www.darksky.org
https://tinyurl.com/r2zt9eb
http://www.hillcountryalliance.org
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Looking for Dark Sky friendly light fixtures or shields? Buyer be ware, many fixtures on 
ƚhe maƌkeƚ ƚhaƚ aƌe labeled aƐ ͞Daƌk SkǇ͟ aƌe acƚƵallǇ ŶŽƚ͘  For example, the fixture on 
the right is labeled Dark Sky, but the bulb is clearly visible; it will shine light up into the 
sky and cause glare for anyone nearby. 
 
The following list of truly Dark Sky friendly fixtures was compiled from reviewing the 
items ƚhaƚ cŽme ƵƉ ŽŶ a Ɛeaƌch fŽƌ ͞Daƌk SkǇ͟ ŽŶ HŽme DeƉŽƚ͛Ɛ ǁebƐiƚe aŶd ƌemŽǀiŶg 
those fixtures that do not adequately shield the light source to minimize sky glow and 
glare. The list includes a few shields and many fixtures. You can feel confident 
purchasing these shields and fixtures that they will do the trick. 
 
Remember, even the most shielded light fixture can create sky glow, glare, and light 
trespass, depending on how it is installed. It is important to consider the location and 
orientation of the light fixture relative to the surrounding area to avoid sky glow, glare, 
and light trespass. 
 
Finally, no light, no matter how effective its shielding and installation, should be left on when it is not needed.  
 
For more information, visit HillCountryNightSkies.org 
 
Thanks ʹ and happy lighting! 
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